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The Economic Effects of Paper Tube Recycling

A B
Yusuke Sakata I

Abstract : The recycling rate of paper tube is estimated to be about 36 % while the recycling rate of used paper is almost

68 %. The low recycling rate is caused by 2 reasons in Japanese market. (1) Paper tube is hard to resolve in the recycling

process. (2) There is no collection route for paper tube to recycle.

In this paper, we revealed the material flow of paper tube and estimated the economic effect of paper tube recycling.
For recycling scenario, we assume that ‘green paper tube’ , which dissolves as easy as usual corrugated cardboard, is
generally accepted. The estimation result showed that the effect was 2,412 million yen compared to no recycling scenario.

It is difficult to identify whether the tube is ‘green’ or not. Thus, it is necessary to introduce labeling system to show

easiness of recycling.
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