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1.Introduction

TherehavebeenrepeateddiscussionsinJapansincetheMeijiRestoration,Japan'spo-

liticalrevolutionin1868,aboutwhetherornottheJapanesepeopleshouldstudy

English.TherewasaMinisterofEducationinthe1870swhostatedthatifJapandidnot

adoptEnglishasitslanguage,theprogressofJapanesecivilizationwouldbeevidently

impossible.TherewasanotherMinisterofEducationinthe1890swhoadvocatedthat

theJapanesepeopleshouldrespecttheirownlanguage,thereforehediminishedthe

numberofEnglishclasshoursatmiddleschools.Therewerequiteafewscholarsatthat

timewhoemphasizedtheimportanceofteachingEnglish,sayingthattheJapanesepeo-

pleshouldstudyEnglishandobtainknowledgeandfeelingsoffreshandsoundwestern

culturesthroughEnglish.

In1924,theanti-JapaneseimmigrationlawwaspassedintheU.S.SupremeCourt.

Naturally.thereappearedsomecritics,politiciansandmilitarypeoplewhoarguedthat

JapanshouldstopteachingEnglishandrespectitsownlanguagebecauseJapanwasan

independentandhonorablenation.In1931,theMinistryofEducationagaindiminished

thenumberofEnglishclasshoursatmiddleschools.In1941whenJapanandtheU.S.

wenttowar,allEnglishloanwordswerechangedintoJapanesewords,thoughpeople

hadtoendureagreatinconvenience.ImmediatelyafterJapansurrenderedtotheAllied

Forcesin1945,however,theJapanesepeoplebegantostudyEnglishveryhardagain.

JapanseemstohavebeendoomedtorepeatsuchwavesofprosandconsaboutEnglish

education,andtheseargumentshavebeenremarkablysynchronizedwithgoodandbad

relationswithAmerica.Inthispaper,thewritertracesthehistoryofEnglisheducation
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inJapanandtriestofindhowtheEnglisheducationhasbeeninfluencedbythe

Japanese-Americanrelations.

2.丁heFirstFavorableWaveforEnglishEducation

In1$53,anAmericanfleetoffourwarshipscametoJapanunderthecommandof

CommodoreMatthewGalbraithPerry,whourgedtheTokugawaShogunatetoopenthe

countrytotheouterworld.PerrydeliveredaletterfromtheU.S.president.Itwasa

shockingincidenttoJapanesepeople,becausetheyhadlivedlongunderapolicyofna-

tionalisolation.PerryreturnedtoJapanthefollowingFebruarytoconcludetheJapan-

U.S.TreatyofPeaceandAmity.ThetreatystipulatedthatJapanwouldprovidemost-

favored-nationtreatmentandallowtheopeningoftwoportsasU.S.supplystations.In

1856,TownsendHarrisopenedthefirstU.S.consulategeneral.Harrisconcludedtwo

yearslatertheJapan-U.S.TreatyofAmityandCommerce.WhenportsinKanagawa,

NagasakiandHakodatewereopenedtoforeigncountriesin1859,Americanmissionar-

iescametoJapantopropagateChristianity.InsteadofpropagatingChristianity,they

taughtEnglishtotheJapaneseyoungpeoplebecauseChristianitywasprohibitedin

Japanatthattime.Inthe1820s,Britishwhalingshipsmadefrequentappearancesin

Japan'shomewaters.In1870,religiousfreedomwasacknowledgedandAmericanmis-

sionariescametoJapaningreatnumbers.

TheTokugawaShogunatethoughtthattheycouldnothelpacceptingforeignpeople.

TheyrealizedtheacceleratednecessityofEnglishstudy.Thegovernment,therefore,

builtaninstitution,Banshoshirabesho,toteachortranslateEnglish.In1866,thegovern-

mentsenttwelveboystoBritaintoletthemstudyEnglishandseemoreoftheworld.In

1868,apoliticalrevolutionknownastheMeijiRestorationbrokeoutandtheTokugawa

Shogunatecollapsedaftermorethantwohundredyears'reign.Thenewgovernmentde-

tidedtoopenJapantotheworldandtocatchupwithWesternnations.Italsoaimedto

makeJapanrichandtobuildastrongarmyunderthesloganof"Fukokukyohei."There

wasanatmosphereatthetimeoftherevolutionthatJapanshouldexcludeforeigncoun-

tries.Thisatmosphere,however,changeddrasticallyonceJapanopeneditsdoortothe

outerworld.Thenewgovernment'spolicyofcatchingupwithWesternnationswasto
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employforeignpeopleandsendyoungJapanesetoWesternnations.In1872,119British,

50Frenchand16Americanswereworkingforthenewgovernment.Inthe1870s,the

newgovernmentsentalargenumberofyoungJapanese,includingthefirstgroupoffive

girls,toWesternnations.Thegovernmentsent167in1871,212in1872and86in1873.

Duringthesethreeyears,193weresenttotheU.S.,144toBritain,73toGermanyand57

toFrance'.

In1$71,theMinistryofEducationinvitedDavidMurray,anAmerican,whowasasked

tobeanadviserandtorevisetheeducationalsystem.Inaccordancewithanadoptionof

theneweducationalsysteminthatyear,Englishwasincludedinmiddleschoolcurricula

justasitwasbefore.In1872,ArinoriMori,thefirstMinisterofEducation,wroteinhis

lettertoaYaleUniversityprofessor,WilliamD.Whitney,thatJapanshouldadopt

Englishasitslanguage2.HestatedthattheJapaneselanguagewasinadequatetothe

growingnecessitiesofthenation,andthatifJapanwouldkeeppacewiththeage,itmust

adoptEnglish.HeevenrecommendedthatJapanesestudentsstuddingintheU.S.should

marryAmericansandreturnwiththeirAmericanspouses.Somescholars,likeTatsui

BabaandAmaneNishi,opposedthisidea,sayingthattheJapaneselanguagewasdevel-

opedenoughtoeducateitspeople.TheyarguedthatifEnglishwasadopted,onlythose

whohadenoughtimeandmoneytolearnEnglishwerebenefited,andEnglishmightdi-

videJapanesepeopleintotwosocialclassesasseeninIndia.

In1882,theneweducationalsystemwasputintoeffect,partlyadoptingboththe

BritishandtheAmericansystems.Englishbecameamajorcompulsoryforeignlanguage

atfour-yearmiddleschools,andEnglishandminorforeignlanguages,Germanor

French,becamecompulsorysubjectsattwo-yearhighermiddleschools.Englishwas

taughtforsixclasshoursaweekatmiddleschoolsandsevenclasshoursathighermid-

dleschools.Evenatprimaryschools,Englishcouldbeincludedincurriculumasaselec-

tivesubject.Atmiddleandhighermiddleschools,almostallsubjectsweretaughtin

EnglishwithEnglishtextbooksbynativespeakersofEnglish.

OnenationalbigissueatthattimewastorevisetheJapan-U.S.TreatyofAmityand

Commerce,whichJapanesepeoplethoughtwasunfavorabletoJapan.TheJapanesegov-

ernmenthadbeenrequiredtogiveforeignerseasyaccesstoJapanesemarkets.This
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meantthatcommunicationbetweenJapanesepeopleandforeignpeoplewouldincrease

rapidly.ThisideaspurredJapanesepeopletostudyEnglish.TheythoughtthatifJapan

wantedtobecomeamemberofthedevelopednations,Englishwasanindispensable

meanstomakeJapanamodernnation.

In1887,theJapanesegovernmentfailedtorevisethetreaty.Itwasnaturalthatsome

senseofnationalismemergedamongJapanesepeople,anditmeantthatcriticismtoward

EnglishandEnglisheducationwouldbecomestrong.Itindicatedthecomingofadark

ageoftheEnglisheducationinJapan.

3.丁heFirstUnfavorableWaveforEnglishEducation

TheSino-Japanesewarbrokeoutin1$94andendedin1895infavorofJapan.After

thewar,however,Russia,GermanyandFranceintervenedinthetreatybetweenJapan

andChina.ItvvascalledtheTripleIntervention.JapanexpectedBritainandtheU.S.to

supportJapan,buttheytookthepositionofstayingawayfromtheissueandheldnon-

interventionpolicy.Naturally,strongnationalismemergedamongJapanesepeopleand

anti-Americasentimentreachedtheboilingpoint.Undersuchcircumstances,Japancon-

cludedanalliancewithBritainin1902,becauseBritainfeltathreatfromRussiaandthe

Britishgovernmentjudgedthatitwouldbebetterforthemtohaveanalliancewith

JapaninordertomaintaintheircoloniesinAsia.In1904,theRusso-JapaneseWarbroke

out.JapandefeatedRussiain1905.TherisingstatusofJapanbegantobeacknowledged

internationally.TheatmospherethatJapanwasnowamemberofthedevelopednations

wasprevailingalloverthenation.Peoplethoughtthattherewasnothingtolearnfrom

EuropeandAmerica.Japanesepeoplebecameconfidentintheirachievementsand

thoughtthattheycoulddoanythingwithouthelpfromforeignnations,especiallyfrom

BritainandtheU.S.

In1893,KowashiInoue,theMinisterofEducation,diminishedtheclasshoursof

Englishatmiddleschools.Hearguedthateverydevelopednationshouldrespecttheir

ownlanguageandthatJapanshouldalsorespectitsownlanguage.Healsoemphasized

theimportanceofteachingJapaneselanguageandrecommendedthatallsubjectsshould

betaughtasmuchaspossibleinJapanese3.Anotherreasonwhythegovernment
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diminishedtheclasshoursofEnglishwasthattherewereopinionsamongeducators

thatyoungJapanesespenttoomuchtimestudyingEnglishwhichdamagedtheirhealth

becausetheydidnothaveenoughtimetoplay.Manyforeignteacherswerereplaced

withJapaneseteachers.ManyJapanesepeopleatthattimethoughtthatthesystemof

Englisheducationwasafailure.Theynoticedthataftersomanyyearsofstudy,students

werestillunabletospeakandwriteEnglish.Onecritic,SojikanSugimura,lamentedthat

mostmiddleschoolstudents,onaverage,stillcouldnotspeakorevenunderstand

English.ThoughthecircumstancessurroundingEnglisheducationwasconsiderably

unfavorable,Englishwasstilltaughtatschools.Itwasaforceofhabitputonthenewly

revisededucationsystemoftheMeijigovernment.Englishinthosedaysbecameanim-

portantsubjecttopassentranceexaminationstohigherschools.Thismeantanemer-

Benceof"examinationEnglish",whichwasdoomedtocontrolEnglisheducation

thereafterinJapan.

In1916,IkuzoOoka,theMinisterofEducation,arguedthatEnglishshouldbeabol-

fishedfromthemiddleschoolcurriculum.Hestatedthatmiddleschooleducationshould

begeneralandshouldnotmakeaforeignlanguageacompulsorysubject.Healsoempha-

sizedtheimportanceofindependenceofeducationfromtheinfluenceofforeign

countries°.UndersuchunfavorablecircumstancestowardEnglisheducation,somepro-

fessorsofEnglishtriedhardtomaketheJapanesepeopleunderstandtheimportanceof

Englisheducation.In1911,acollegeprofessor,YuzaburoOkakura,statedinhismaga-

zinethatEnglisheducationshouldaimnotonlytogivepracticalabilitytostudentsbut

shouldalsoinfluencestudents'ideas,moralsandspirit6.Anotherprofessor,Tomoyoshi

Murai,statedthatEnglishcouldawaketheJapanesepeople'smindandcouldmakethem

developtheirknowledgeandcharacter'.

Inthelate1$90s,studyoftheEnglishlanguageitselfbecamepopularamongteachers

ofEnglish,andthemostprestigiousmonthlyjournalonEnglisheducation,English

Youth,madeitsfirstappearance.Later,in1911,anotherprestigiousmonthly,English

Education,waspublished.Inthe1910s,thepolitical,economicandculturalstatusof

JapanintheworldbecamehigherandtheJapanesepeoplewantedtohavetheirown

education,thatis,theJapaneselanguageshouldbeusedatschools.AsforEnglish,

一45一



近 畿 大 学 教 育 論 叢 第13巻 第2号(2002・3)

peoplethoughtthatitnotonlycouldservetointroducetheJapanesepeopletothe

thoughtofWesternpeoplebutalsoitcouldhavepedagogicvalueasadisciplinaryfac-

ulty.SomeeducatorsarguedthatEnglishstudycouldfostertheinternationalmind

whichwouldenableJapanesepeopletoseethingsfromamoreobjectivepointofview.

AsfortheEnglishabilityofJapanesestudents,itwasreportedthatmiddleschoolgradu-

atescouldnotunderstandafterlisteningtosimplesentencesandtheycouldnotexpress

theirideasinspokenEnglish.

Sincethelate1920s,opinionsofexpulsionofEnglishbecamedominantamongpoliti-

ciansandcollegeprofessors.ThebackgroundreasonforthistendencywasthatJapan

brokeoutoftheLeagueofNationsin1933.In1924,ananti-Japaneseimmigrationlaw

waspassedinboththeAmericanLowerandUpperhouses,andtheU.S.imposedavery

highcustomsdutytocottonfabricsimportedfromJapan.ThiswasbecausetheU.S.felt

uneasyaboutJapan'sexpansiontoManchuria.Thusin1940,JapanbroketheCommerce

andNavigationTreatywiththeU.S.

In1924,aprominentJapaneseopinionleader,GenjiShibukawa,arguedthatJapanwas

anationofanoldhistoryandthatitspeopleshouldhaveaprideintheirnation.Healso

arguedthatJapanseemedtobeacolonyofEnglishspeakingnations.Hestatedina

monthlyjournalthatEnglishshouldnotbeincludedatthemiddleschoolcurriculum

andthatEnglishshouldbetaughtathighschoolstoonlythosewhowantedtoentercol-

leges9.Inthesameyear,ahigh-rankingnavalofficer,KyosukeFukunaga,statedthat

JapanshouldstopteachingEnglishandshouldsendthelanguageofAmericansaway10.

In1925,anotherprominentopinionleader,SojikanSugimura,statedinamonthlyjour-

nal,Bungeishunju,thatJapanshouldcomebacktoherownlanguage".In1977,acollege

professorofJapaneseliterature,TsukuruFujimura,arguedinamonthlyjournal,

Gendai,thatJapanshouldimmediatelyabolishallEnglishfrommiddleschools.Healso

statedthatJapanshouldbeproudofherselfandhaveself-esteemundertheneweraof

Showa.Hesuggestedthatthegovernmentshouldestablishadepartmentof

translation'.KourokuSato,apopularpoet,criticizedEnglisheducationasuselessand

saidthatthegovernmentshouldsendstudentstofarmingfieldstoletthemplantpota-

toesinsteadoftakingstudents'timesomuchforEnglishstudy'.
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Asmentionedabove,anti-Englishsentimentseemedtoreachtheboilingpointinthose

days.In1940,Englishsignsatrailwaystationsdisappeared.Inthesameyear,English

wasexcludedfromentranceexaminationstothemilitaryacademies,suchasthe

MilitaryCadetAcademy,theMilitaryAccountingAcademyandtheMilitary

PreparatorySchool.In1941whenthePacificwarbrokeout,Englishwasofficially

changedfroma"hostilelanguage"toan"enemylanguage."MostoftheEnglish

loanwordswerechangedintoJapanesewords,thoughpeoplehadtoundergoagreatin-

convenience.In1942,allAmericanandBritishteachersweredismissed.Englishbecame

anelectivesubjectatwomen'smiddleschoolsandwomen'svocationalschoolsinthe

sameyear,becausetheMinistryofEducationwantedtoincreasepracticalsubjectslike

"ChildCare"andtodecreaseclasshoursofEnglishforwomen'sschool
.In1943,English

wasacompulsorysubjectatthefirstandsecondyearsofmiddleschools,butbecamese-

lectiveatandoverthethirdyear.

Undersuchcircumstances,someprofessorsofEnglish,suchasYuzaburoOkakura,re-

futedtheseanti-EnglisheducationopinionsbysayingthatEnglisheducationcould

servetodeveloppeople'sculture.OthersalsoemphasizedtheimportanceofEnglishedu-

cationintermsofcultivatingone'sowncharacter.During1927,manypeopleofall

tradescontributedtheiropinionsforasurveyinaprestigiousmonthlyjournal,Gendai.

AbouttwentypercentofthemfavoredabolishingEnglishfrommiddleschools;seventy

percentfavoreddiminishingclasshours;andtherestwantedtocontinuewhatthey

weredoing'.Oneprominentcollegeprofessor,SankiIchikawa,arguedin1942that

EnglishwouldbecomeimportantforJapantoconstructanewworldsystemandsaid

thatEnglishwasusedinThailand,Burma,IndiaandthePhilippineswheretheJapanese

peoplewereworkingtogetherwithlocalpeopletoconstructagreatEastAsianworld".

Inotherwords,heimpliedthatEnglishcouldserveJapan'sexpansioninAsia.

4.丁heSecondFavorableWaveforEnglishEducation

In1946,0nlysixmonthsaftertheendofwar,anEnglishconversationprogramcalled

"Come
,ComeEnglish"wasbroadcastedbyTheJapanRadioBroadcasting.Association,

anditimmediatelybecameaverypopularprogramamongyoungJapanese.People
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startedtostudyEnglishveryhard.Englishconversationbooksweresoldoutallover

Japan.ManyAmericanmissionariestaughtEnglishintheirchurches,middleandhigh

schools,intendingtoconverttheJapanesepeopleintoChristianity.In1950,aninfluen-

tialpolitician,YukioOzaki,wroteinanewspaperthatJapanshouldchangethelanguage

fromJapanesetoEnglishtounderstanddemocracy'.In1947,anewschoolsystemwas

putintoeffect,andsix-yearsofprimaryandthree-yearsofmiddleschooleducationbe-

camecompulsorytotheJapanesepeople.Englishbecameaselectivesubjectatmiddle

schools,butitwasactuallytaughtateveryschoolbecauseEnglishwasincludedinen-

tranceexaminationsforhighschools.ForthefirsttimeinthehistoryofEnglisheduca-

tioninJapan,everyJapanesewasatthispointputintothesituationthathewouldstudy

Englishatleastforthreeyears.Athighschools,Englishwasoneofcompulsorysubjects

andstudentsstudieditmosteagerlybecauseeverycollegeanduniversityimposed

Englishforentranceexaminations.

In1964,restrictionsongoingabroadwereabolishedandJapanesepeoplebegantogo

abroadforsightseeingandhoneymoons.Englishconversationschoolsstartedtopopup

inbigcitiesandbookssuchas"EnglishforTravelingAbroad"filledshelvesofbook

storesinbigcities.Thiswasthestartofthesecond"EnglishBoom."Inthesameyear,

Japanhostedthe18thSummerOlympicGamesinTokyo,thefirstinAsia.TheJapanese

peoplebecameself-confident.Japan'seconomybecamestrongerandstronger,anditfi-

nallyacceleratedtoapointin1980thatJapaneseautoproductionfiguressurpassed

thoseoftheUnitedStates,makingJapantheworld'stopcar-producingnation.Japanese

businessmenweresenttoforeigncountriestobeengagedininternationalbusiness.In

1989,aJapaneserealestatecompanyboughtRockefellerCenter,asymbolofNewYork

City.U.S.newspaperscomparedthepurchasetoPearlHarbor.Inthesameyear,Japanbe-

cametheworld'smostgenerousforeign-aiddonor,givingawaynearly$9billion.In

1990,aJapanesedeveloperpaid$$41millionforPebbleBeachGolfCourse.OneU.S.con-

gresswomanevensaidthattheUnitedStates"israpidlybecomingacolonyofJapan."In

ordertodobusinessintheinternationalworldandgoabroadforsightseeingorhoney-

moon,JapanesepeoplestudiedEnglishveryhardevenoutsideofschools.Foreignlan-

guageteachersfrommanyEnglish-speakingcountrieswerewelcomedwithhighsalary
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atEnglishconversationschoolsinbigcities.

5.丁heSecondUnfavorableWaveforEnglishEducation

Inthe1980s,manyprivateJapanesecompaniesbegantoestablishbusinessrelations

inforeigncountriesinaccordancewithJapan'seconomicexpansion.Theyfoundthat

theiremployees'Englishabilitywasnotgoodenoughtodobusinesswithforeignpeople.

TheycriticizedEnglisheducationinJapanandrequestedthatEnglishteachersshould

givestudentspracticalabilityofEnglish.TheysaidthatJapanesestudentshadalotof

knowledgeaboutEnglishgrammarbuttheycouldnotreallycommunicateinEnglish.

SomecompaniesstartedtoprovidetheiremployeeswithEnglishconversationlessons

taughtbynativespeakersinthecompanies.Somescholarscriticizedthesystemofem-

ployingteachersofEnglish.TheysaidthatmostteachersofEnglishmajoredinEnglish

literatureatcollegesandtheywerenotnecessarilyprofessionalsinthefieldofteaching

English.InadditiontoanegativeopinionstoEnglisheducation,aprominentopinion

leader,ShuichiKato,saidinamonthlyjournal,Sekai,thatonlyoneoutofonehundred

peopleneededEnglishtodotheirworkandthatEnglishshouldnotbegiventoallthe

peopleinJapan".

Inthe1970sandthe19$Os,AmericantradedeficitwithJapanskyrocketed,and

AmericanscriticizedJapanbysayingthatJapanwasdisturbingtheworldfreetrade

marketsystembyonlyconcentratingonexportingJapaneseproducts.Inthemost

shockingsceneatthistime,whichwasbroadcastedtotheworldbyAmericanmedia,

Americanautoworkerscrusheda7apanesecarinfrontoftheircompany.In1978,the

Americanmediadepicted,withanintentionofdrawingworldattentiontothebrutality

oftheJapanesepeople,anincidentthathappenedinafish-farmingvillagewherefisher-

menkilleddolphinsontheirbeach.ToJapanesefishermen,dolphinswereagreatnui-

sancewhoinvadedfish-farmingnets.AleadingnewspaperstatedthatJapanshouldtalk

backtoAmericansaboutthedolphinissue.In1974,aninfluentialpolitician,Wataru

Hiraizumi,expressedhisopinionaboutEnglisheducationinJapanandsaidthatfiveper-

centoftheJapanesepeoplewasenoughtostudyEnglishandbecomefluentin

English18.Thepublicationofthebookentitled"JapanAsNumberOne",writtenbyan
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AmericanprofessorEzraF.Vogel,pleasedmanyJapanesepeople.Americanbusiness

menstartedtovisitJapantostudythesuccessfulJapanesebusinessmanagementstyle.

Thereweresomepeoplewhowentasfarastosaythattherewasnothinganymore

whichJapanshouldlearnfromAmerica.Aroundthistime,theclasshoursofEnglishat

middleschoolswerediminishedfromfourclasshourstothreeclasshoursperweek.The

Japanesepeoplewereveryproudoftheireconomicsuccessandtheythoughttheycould

doeverythingbythemselves.Theyalsobelievedthattheeconomicprosperitywould

continueforever.SomepeoplevoicedthatAmericansshouldstudyJapaneseifthey

wantedtodobusinessinJapan.

6.丁he丁hirdFavorableUUaveforEnglishEducation

Intheearly1990s,Japan'sbubbleeconomyburst.QuiteafewJapanesecompanies,es-

peciallyrealestatecompanies,hadtosellwhattheyhadpurchasedinAmericaduring

thepreviousbubbleeconomy.Forexample,JapanesesupermarketchainDaieiparted

withtheworldlargestshoppingmallAlamonaShoppingCenterinHonolulu,Hawaii.In

thefieldofinformationtechnology,itwasnoticedthatJapanwasfarbehindtheUnited

States.JapanesepeoplerealizedthattheyshouldstudyEnglishveryseriouslytobecome

literateaboutInternetandcompetewiththeU.S.inthefieldofinformationtechnology.

TheythoughtthatEnglishwasindispensabletosurviveinaninternationalworld.The

governmentannouncedthateveryhouseholdwouldbeequippedwithaPCinthecom-

ingInternetAge.Evenatprimaryschoolsalloverthecountry,PCclasseswereincluded

intheircurricula.In1996,theMinistryofEducationdecidedtointroduceEnglisheduca-

tionintotheprimaryschoolcurriculuminthe2002schoolyear.ItmeantthatJapan

neededabout50yearsaftertheendoftheWorldWarIItostarttoteachEnglishatpri-

mart'schoolseventhoughotherforeigncountrieshadalreadytaughtEnglishatpri-

mart'schools.Opinionsswingwidelyatthattimebetweenthosewhoadvocatethat

Englishmustbetaughtwhilechildrenarecapableoflearningalanguagenaturallyand

thosewhoassertthatEnglishshouldbetaughttoonlychosenones.

In2000,anadvisorypaneltothenPrimeMinistersuggestedinitsreportthatall

JapaneseneededtobeequippedwithpracticalEnglishskillsbeforereachingadulthood
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andproposedanational-leveldiscussiontodeterminewhetherEnglishshouldbedesig-

natedasecondofficiallanguageforthe21stcentury.Englishbecamecompulsoryat

middleschoolsin1998.Englishhasalsobeenthemostimportantsubjectatmiddleand

highschoolsbecausethescoreofEnglishexaminationcontrivestobeadecisivefactor

topasstheentranceexamination.Middleandhighschoolstudentsspendmoretime

studyingEnglishthanothersubjects.TherearelotofEnglishconversationschoolslo-

Gatedinfrontofrailwaystationsandtheyadvertise"Study-AbroadinFrontofStations."

SomebusinessmenwholivedinAsiaforalongtimesaidthatEnglishisnowthecom-

monlanguageinAsiaandthatJapanwouldbeleftbehindifJapanesepeoplewereun-

abletocommunicateinEnglish.Inaneditorialofoneleadingnewspaper,itwassaidthat

JapanhadtostudyEnglishtomakeitapouwerfulcountry,thoughtheJapanesedonot

feelcomfortabletouseEnglishasitssecondlanguage".TheEnglisheducationbusiness

hasbeenveryprosperousinJapanandonecanfindEnglishconversationschoolsor

classesalloverJapan.MoreandmoreJapanesesitforTOEFLandTOEIC,andEIKENor

TestofPracticalEnglishsupportedbytheMinistryofEducation.

7.Conclusion

TheEnglisheducationinJapan,asseenabove,hasbeenrepeatedlyinfluencedbythe

Japanese-Americanrelations.ThisseemsverynaturalbecauseEnglishisthelanguage

Americansspeak.SomescholarssaythatJapanesepeoplehaveamixedfeelingsofsupe-

riorityandinferioritycomplextoAmerica.WhenJapanesepeoplehaveaninferiority

complexinsomewayorother,theytendtostudyEnglishharder.Ontheotherhand,

whentheyhaveasuperioritycomplexandtheyareveryproudofthemselves,theytend

todispensewithEnglishtobeindependentinaninternationalworld.Eventhoughwe

seetherepeatedwavesofprosandconsoftheEnglisheducationinJapan,ithasnever

beencompletelyabolished.ThisisbecausetheJapanesepeoplehavebeenwiseenough

tounderstandwhatwillhappentoJapaniftheystopEnglisheducation.Theyknowthat

Japanhastocontinuetomaintaingoodrelationshipswithothernations,especiallywith

America.Todothis,theyunderstand,EnglishisindispensablefortheJapanesepeople.

TheyunderstandthatJapanwillnotbeabletosurviveinthisinternationalworldifit
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is"contained"byforeigncountriesasoneAmericanjournalistsuggestedinhisreporten-

titled"ContainingJapan20."Withthesethingsintheirminds,theywillcontinueEnglish

educationeventhoughtherearesomepeoplefromtimetotimewhosay"no"toEnglish

education.
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