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1.lntroductior】

UndernewteachingguidelineshandeddownbytheEducation,ScienceandTechnol-

ogyMinistrythatwereputintoeffectfromthebeginningofthe2002academicyear,pri-

maryschoolstudentshavetheopportunitytobecomeaccustomedtoEnglishduringthe

timefor"comprehensivelearning"classes.Eachschoolisallowedtodecidehowtouse

suchclasses,whichwereintroducedtoprimaryschoolcurriculumsatthebeginningof

the2002academicyear.Thegeneralgoalfor"comprehensivelearning"istofosterabil-

itytotakeupasubjectonstudents'ownandsolveproblemsontheirown.Asmoreand
,

moreparentswantnowadaysthattheirchildrenreceiveEnglisheducation,manypri-

maryschoolsincludeEnglishconversationinthisclassatleasttosomedegree.However,

notallofthenation'sprimaryschoolsmaketimeforEnglishlessons,asthelanguageis

formallyintroducedtopublicschoolcurriculumsfrommiddleschools.Therearesome

reasonsEnglishisnotaregularsubjectatprimaryschools.AccordingtoReikoMatsu-

kawa,thereisnoroomatprimaryschoolstoaddanothersubjecttothecurriculumbe-

causethefive-dayweeksystemstartedinthe2002academicyear.Anotherreasonisthat

theEducation,ScienceandTechnologyIVIinistryfailedtoshowconcretereasonstomake

Englisharegularsubject."'Therefore,asEnglishisnotcompulsoryatpresentprimary

schools,thesituationofEnglisheducationvarieswidelyfromschooltoschool.Thereare.

ofcourse,someprimaryschoolswhichprovideeffectiveEnglisheducation.Oneofthem

isAsukaPrimarySchool,whereanEnglishdramawasutilizedtoenhancethestudents'

awarenessofinternationalunderstanding. 竜
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ThepurposeofthispaperistoreportontheEnglisheducationatAsukaPrimary

School,Kumanocity,MiePrefecture,wherethewholeschoolandthecommunitybecame

involvedinproducinganEnglishdramaWiththehelpofanALT,orAssistantLanguage

Teacher,fromtheUnitedStates.

2.TheProsandConsofDiscretionaryEnglishClassesatPrimarySchools

2.7.DifferentViewsaboutEnglishEducationatPrimarySchools

TherehavebeenalotofargumentsfromopposingsidesaboutintroducingEnglish

educationintoprimaryschools.OneofopinionleaderswhoadvocatesEnglisheducation

atprimaryschoolsisKatsutoshiIto,aKanagawaUniversityprofessor.Hestatesinthe

interviewwithTheDailyYomiuriinJanuary2000thatchildrenlearnasecondlanguage

bestaroundtheagerangeof6to8.Thisageiscalledamonglinguistsa"sensitivepe-

riod,"andduringthisperiod,theylearnalanguagejustbylisteningtoandusingit,

evenwithoutformalinstruction.`Z'Ito'sconvictionstemsfromhispersonalexperience.

Hefoundthat,whilehisfamilywasinBoston,hiseight-year-olddaughter,learnedEng-

lishmuchmoreeffectivelythanhisolderdaughters.Thepeakageof6correspondsto

thefirst-gradeageinprimaryschool,twoyearsearlierthanthe"sogo-tekigakushuu"

orthecomprehensivelearningtimeframewhichwasintroducedfromthethirdgrade.

ThatisthereasonheadvocatesthatEnglishc!assesshouldstartinthefirstgrade.He

alsointroducestheresearchconductedbyCanada'sMcGillUniversity.Accordingtothe

research,childrenwhohadbilingualeducationperformedbetterinscientificsubjectsin

lateracademicyears,andsuchchildrenmightnotbeboundbythestructureofthelan-

guagetheyuse.ItothinksthatintroducingEnglisheducationtoprimary-schoollevelis

idealasitwouldallowteacherstotakeadvantageofyoungstudents'abilitytoabsorb

newlanguagesjustlikeaspongeabsorbswater.

OnescholarwhoopposesintroducingEnglishtoprimaryschoolsisTakaoSuzuki,a

professorofKeioUniversity.Heassertsinhisbook,WhyJapaneseCan'tDoWellinEng-

lish,thatEnglishshouldbetaughttoonlythosewhoarereallywillingtolearnandhave

theaptitude.HeassertsthatJapanesepeopleshouldthrowawaythedelusionthatall ■
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thepeopleshouldmasterEnglish.`3'Herecommendssuchmotivatedstudentstobe

trainedforhighgovernmentpositionsinwhichtheycantakeadvantageoftheiracquired

skillstoeloquentlyexpressJapaneseviewstotheworld.HealsostatesthatJapandoes

notmakeitselfcleartotheworld,whichmakesothercountriessuspicious.Tootherna-

bons,Japanseemsenigmatic.JapanneedscapablepeoplewithacommandofEnglish

whocanexplainandassertJapan'spositionandthoughtonvariousissues.Theseskills,

hesays,arerequiredofalimitedrangeofpeople,suchaspoliticians,diplomats,journal-

fistsandinternationalbusinesspeople.Forthisreason,hearguesthatEnglish-language

educationshouldbemadeaselectivesubjectatalleducationallevels,andthatonlypeople

whoneeditshouldlearnit.`4'

KumikoTorikai,aprofessorofRikkyoUniversity,alsoopposestheideaofintroduc-

ingEnglishtoprimaryschools.SheadvocatesthatEnglisheducationshouldbestarted

atmiddleschools,becausethereisnosystematicprogramsforteachingEnglishatpri-

maryschoolsatpresent.Middle-schoolstudents,shesays,havemostlymasteredtheir

nativelanguageandhavedevelopedanalyticabilityandhaveflexibilityandgoodmemo-

ries.TheirageisthemostappropriatetolearnEnglish.`51Amongforeignerswhoteach

EnglishinJapan,somefavorEnglisheducationatprimaryschools,andothersare

againstit.AccordingtoTheDailyYomiuri's"Readers'Forum,"aforeignteacherwho

supportstheideaofintroducingEnglishEducationtoprimaryschoolssays,"Englishles-

sonsatprimaryschoolsisbrilliant.ItisthestepJapanneedstorevolutionizeEnglish-

languageeducation.Thereismoretolearnfromlanguagethanmorevocabularyand

grammar.Cultureandlanguageareintertwined.Ifstudentswerecomfortablespeaking

English,theywouldlearnmoreaboutotherculturesbecausetheywouldhavethecommu-

nicationskillstogettoknowmorepeoplefromothercountries."`6'Anotherforeign

teacherofEnglish,whoisagainstimplementingEnglisheducationtoprimaryschools,

says,"lntroducingEnglishtoprimaryschoolsisnotonlyabadidea,butactuallyastep

inthewrongdirectionforthechildren'seducation.Englishshouldceasetobeacompul-

sorysubjectandinsteadbecomeanopticalsubjectatalllevelsofstudyinthiscountry.

MostJapanesearefundamentallyunsuitedtolearningEnglish,andthevastresources

thatarepouredintocompulsoryEnglisheducationarebeingwasted.MostJapanesedo
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notactuallyneedanyEnglishability.""'

2.2.SummaryofDifferentOpinionsonEnglishEducationatPrimarySchools

TherehavebeenalotofargumentsamongteachersofEnglishonEnglisheducation

atprimaryschools.Supportingopinionsareasfollows.

a.ChildrenobtainEnglishrhythmandpronunciationmoreeasily.

b.Childrenacquirelisteningandspeakingabilitiesnaturallywithoutdifficulty.

c.ChildrenbecomefreefromaninferioritycomplexandprejudiceagainstEnglish.

d.ChildrenfindsomethingfuninlearningEnglish.

e.ChildrenhaveflexibilityintheirthinkingthroughlearningEnglish.

f.ChildrendeveloptheirobjectiveviewsthroughlearningEnglish.

g.Childrenareinherentlyinquisitiveandeagertolearnnewthings.

h.Englisheducationopensupanewfacettotheworldforthemifitisproperly

taught.

i.Habitsacquiredearlyonarelong-lastinganddeeplyrooted.

j.Englishvocabularylearnedatprimaryschoolsassistsstudentsoncetheyenter

middleschoolEnglishclasses.

Opposingopinionsareasfollows.

a.TherearenotenoughqualifiedEnglishteachersatprimaryschools.

b.Averageclasssizesatprimaryschoolsaretoolargetoteachforeignlanguages.

c.ThereisnoroomforprimaryschoolcurriculumtoimplementEnglish.

d.Studentsdonothaveenoughtimetolearnanewsubject.

e.Studentsshouldbemoreprofoundlytaughtoftheirownlanguage.

f.Itishardtoobjectivelyevaluatestudents'Englishability.

g.Englisheducationincreasesthenumberofstudentswhoattendcramschools.

h.Englisheducationforcesstudentstobeinvolvedin"examinationtivar."

i.EnglisheducationproducesstudentswhohateEnglishevenattheprimaryschool

level.

j.ThereisnoconsensusamongprimaryschoolteachersaboutintroducingEnglish.
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2.3.TheGovernment'sStancetowardEnglishEducationatPrimarySchools

In2000,anEducationMinistry'sadvisorypanelagreedtoproposethatbasicEnglish

betaughtasearlyasthefirstyearofprimaryschool.Itwasthefirsttimeaministryad-

visorybodyrecommendedEnglishtobetaughtinprimaryschools.'$'Thepanelhadbeen

holdingdiscussionsforalongtimeonhowtoimproveEnglish-speakingskillsamong

Japanese.Somemembersofthepanelopposedtheproposalbecausetheythoughtteach-

ingEnglishtochildrensoyoungwillnotnecessarilyhelpthemlearntospeakEnglish

well.Thepanelmembers,however,agreedtointroduceEnglisheducationattheearliest

stagepossible.TheybelievedthatyoungchildrenwouldbemotivatedtolearnEnglish,

learnproperpronunciationandacquiregoodlisteningskills.Acceptingtheproposal

fromthepanel,theEducation,ScienceandTechnologyIVIinistrymadeitpossibleforpri-

maryschoolstoteachEnglishtostudentsinthethirdgradeoraboveaspartofacurricu-

lumdesignedtoincreaseinternationalunderstanding.

InthemiddleofsuchargumentsaboutEnglisheducationatprimaryschools,discre-

tionaryEnglisheducationstartedinthe2002academicyear.

3.丁heSituationofEnglishEducationatKumano-CitゾsPrimarySchools

Thereare13primaryschoolsinKumanocity,whosepopulationisabout26,000.Ex-

ceptforoneschool,Asuka,thesituationofEnglisheducationisalmostthesame.Ofthe

thirteenschools,sevenschoolswerechosenfortheresearch.Theresearchwasconducted

byinterviewingprincipalsofeachschoolinFebruary,2003.AlloftheschoolsinKumano

cityrelyononeALT(AssistantLanguageTeacher)forEnglisheducation.TheALT,

DavidNowefromtheUnitedStates,isemployedbyKumanocity.TherearenoJapanese

teacherswhoteachEnglishattheseschoolsinthe2003academicyear.

Herearetheresearchfindings.

ArimaPrimarySchool:Thetotalnumberofthestudentsis306.Theschoolinvites

theabovementionedALTfifteentimesinoneacademicyear.TheALTteachesallthe

gradeswhenhevisitstheschool,stayingthewholeday.Thepurposeoftheschool'sEng一 篭
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lisheducationistogivethestudentstheopportunitytobecomefamiliarwithaforeigner.

TheschoolaskstheALTtointroducesomeaspectsofAmericanculture.Theyalsoask

theALTtogiveaneasyEnglishconversationtothefifthandthesixth-gradestudents.

Allthestudents,theprincipalsays,arealwayslookingforwardtoseeingtheALTonthe

dayswhentheALTisexpectedtocomeandtheyenjoyhisinstructionverymuch.Most

oftheparents,theprincipalfinds,wanttheirchildrentolearnEnglishatschool.

IdoPrimarySchool:Thetotalnumberofthestudentsis237.Theschoolinvitesthe

ALTsixtimesinoneacademicyear.TheALTgiveseasyconversationclassestothe

fifthandsixthgraders.VarioustypesofgamesinEnglisharealsointroducedintothe

classes.Theschoolwantsthestudentstohavethechancetostudynotonlyaboutthecul-

tureofEnglish-speakingcountries,butculturesofotherforeigncountries.

KanayamaPrimarySchool:Thetotalnumberofthestudentsis149.TheALTvisits

theschoolsixtimesinoneacademicyear.Allthestudentsofthefirsttothesixthgrades

studyEnglishonthesamedayswhentheALTvisitstheschool.Thepurposeofteaching

Englishistoenhancethestudents'awarenessofinternationalunderstanding.Thestu-

dentsplayvariouskindsofgamesinEnglish,forexamplethepracticeofmatchingthe

namesofcolorsinJapanesetothoseinEnglish.Namesoffamiliarfoods,animals,birds

andflowersareintroduced.

KinomotoPrimarySchool:Thetotalnumberofthestudentsis141.Theschoolin-

vitestheALTthreetimesinoneacademicyear.OnlythesixthgradershaveEnglish

classes.Theschoolwants,theprincipalsays,thatthestudentsdeveloptheirlistening

ability.HebelievesthatitisbetterforstudentstopracticeEnglishpronunciationwhen

theyareatprimaryschools.Hebelievesprimaryschoolstudentsarebestfittedtomas-

tercorrectEnglishpronunciation.TheALTteachesconversationbasicsinEnglish,such

asgreetingsandself-introduction.Theschoolalsowantstohelptheirstudentstofamil-

iarizethemselveswithEnglishanddeepentheirunderstandingofforeigncultures,rather

thanhelpingthemimprovetheirEnglish-speakingability. セ
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KosakaPrimarySchool:Thetotalnumberofthestudentsis22.TheALTvisitsthe

schooltentimesinoneacademicyear.ThepurposeoftheEnglisheducation,theprinci-

palsays,isthatallthestudentsfromthefirsttothesixthgradesdevelopinternational

understanding.Englishsongsareintroducedintheclassesandbasicconversationsuch

asgreetingsandself-introductionarealsoincludedintheEnglishclasses.Theteachers

oftheschool,theprincipalsays,arenotsointerestedinintroducingEnglishtothe

school.

IsatoPrimarySchool:Thetotalnumberofthestudentsis50.TheALTvisitseight

timesinoneacademicyear.Englishsongsareintroduced,andstudentslearnconversa-

Lionbasics,suchasgreetings,self-introduction,thankingproperly,andsoforth.Stu-

dentsplaysomegamesinEnglish.Theyalsolearnnamesofeachpartofahumanbody.

AsukaPrimarySchool:Thetotalnumberofthestudentsis22.Thisschoolutilizes

anEnglishdramatoenhancethestudents'awarenessofinternationalunderstanding.

Moredetailsareshownlater.

MostoftheseschoolsthinkthatthepurposeofEnglisheducationisnotaimedatim一

Table7

EachSchool'sFrequer】cyofEnglishC】assesand丁heirObjectGrades

,・層、 こ ♂

School Students Visits ObjectGrades

Arima 306 15 1stto6thgraders

Ido 237 6 5thand6thgraders

Kanayama 149 6 ユstto6thgraders

Kinomoto 141 3 6thgraders

Kosaka 22 10 1stto6thgraders

Isato 50 8 1stto6thgraders

Asuka 20 24 1stto6thgraders

Note:Thenumbersofvisitsarerepresentedinoneacademicyear.

馳

一7一



...》'・ ・.

近 畿 大 学 教 育 論 叢 第15巻 第2号(2004・1)

provingchildren'slanguageabilities,butratheratgettingthemaccustomedtoforeign

peopleandculturebyinvitingtheALT.ThroughEnglishclasses,theseschoolswantto

helpthestudentsunderstandwhatinternationalunderstandingmeans.Mostofthe

schoolsarelocatedinmountainousareasandthestudentsseldomhavechancestocon-

tactwithforeigners.AlltheschoolswanttoincreasethenumberofEnglishclassesif

theyareabletoinvitenativespeakersofEnglish.Theythinkthattheirstudentsenjoy

EnglishclassesconductedbytheALTverymuchandthatthestudentslookforwardto

seeingtheALT.ThisisbecausetheALTisgoodatcommunicatingwithstudents.Itis

veryfortunatefortheseschoolstoinvitesuchatalentedALT.Someprincipalsthink

theirteachersarenotnecessarilyeagertohaveEnglisheducation,becausetheseteachers

wanttouse"comprehensivelearning"forotheractivities.Alltheprincipalsthinkthat

thesuccessofEnglishclasseswithnative-EnglishspeakerstotallydependsonALTS'per-

sonality.

5.AsukaPrimarySchool'sEnglishEducation

AsukaPrimarySchool:Thetotalnumberofthestudentsis20.Theschoolinvites

theALTtwiceamonth.Becauseofthesmallnumberofstudents,allthestudents,from

thefirst-gradetothesixth-grade,haveachancetoseetheALTfromtheUnitedStates

andhavevariousactivitiesinEnglish.TheschoolthoughtofproducingitsownEnglish

dramawiththeALT'shelp.Theyinvitedthecommunitypeopletojointhedrama.They

succeededinproducingtheEnglishdramainthe2002academicyear.

Theschoolrecognizesthe"comprehensivelearning"asthelinkagebetweenthe

studyofhumanrightsandthatofinternationalstudy.Inotherwords,theschoolin-

tendsthatthe"comprehensivelearning"shouldbeutilizedasameansforstudyingdif-

ferentculturethroughthecommunicationwiththeALT.Italsowantsthecommunity

peopletobeinvolvedintheinternationalexchanges.Tofulfilltheseobjectives,theyde-

tidedtoproduceadramapartlyinEnglishwiththeALT'scooperation.

(1)Thepurposeofproducingadrama二

(a)Todevelopthestudents'understandingofdifferentcultures.
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(3)

(a)

(b)

(c)
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TogivetheALTanopportunitytoworkasaculturaldiplomat.

Theoutlineofthedrama:"ANewStudentfromAmerica"

TheplaceisAsukacho,KumanoCity.ThepeopleinAsukachohavelivedharmoni-

ouslywiththeriverOomata.InSpringfrogsintheriverstarttosingtheirsongs

alltogether.InSummerchildrenenjoyswimmingintheriver.Housewivesuse

therivertowashfarmproducts.ThehouseholdsalongtheRoute42areabouttwo-

hundreds,andthepopulationisaboutfive-hundreds.Asukaisaverysmallvillage

inthemountain.AsukaPrimarySchoolisaverysmallschooloftwentystudents.

OnedayanAmericanarrivedtotheschoolasanewstudent.Thestudentshave

neverexperiencedstudyingtogetherwithaforeignstudent,norhavetheyseen

andtalkedwithforeigners.Therefore,theytreattheAmericanasifheisanalien

fromotherplanet,andtheyrunawayfromhimwhenevertheAmericancomes

neartothem.Oneday,theAmericanstudenttriestofindapublicrestroomand

triestoaskstudentstohelphim,butthestudentsranaway.Thenanoldmanhap-

penedtopassbyhim,andtheAmericanstudentaskedforhelp.Thismandoesnot

speakEnglish,buttrieshardtofindwhattheAmericanstudentwantshimtodo.

Theysucceedincommunicatingeachotherwithnon-verbalcommunication

means.Thestudentswhowitnessthescenerealizethattheycancommunicate

withoutEnglishiftheytryhardwithfirmdetermination.Afterthisincident,the

studentsstarttocommunicateWiththeAmericanandgraduallytheybecome

friends.

Hypothesesforproducingadrama:

ItispossibleforthestudentstoknowaboutAmericanculturebyplayingthe

dramawiththeAmericanALT.Itisalsopossibleforthestudentstounderstand

thedifferencesofthinkingbytranslatingaJapanesescriptintoanEnglishone.

ItispossibleforthestudentstobecomeawareofthefactthatJapaneseandAmeri-

cansarethesamehumanbeingsbyplayingthedramatogetherwiththeALT.

ItispossibletointegrateJapanesecultureandAmericanculturebydancing"ise-

ondo"orthesongofIse-townwithajazzbeat.

TheVerificationofthehypotheses:
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(a)Theverificationonthefirsthypothesis(a)

TheALTaskedwhyhewasexpectedtowearawigofblondhair.Theteachersof

AsukaPrimarySchoolthoughtitnaturalforAmericanstowearablondwig,andsug-

BestedtheALTtodoso.TheALTthoughtitstrange,becausetherearedifferentraces

inAmerica,includingthosewhohaveblackhair.Throughthecommunicationbetween

theALTandtheJapaneseteachers,theJapaneseteacherswereledtorecognizethatthey

shouldcorrecttheirstereotypicalviewaboutthehaircolorofAmericans.TheALTisa

KoreanAmerican,andlookslikeaJapanese.ThereforetheteacherswantedtheALTto

looklikeatypicalAmericanwithblondhair.Intheprocessofproducinganoriginal

drama,theteachersoftheschoolfoundvariousculturaldifferences,especiallythediffer-

enceinthewayofthinking.

(b)Theverificationonthesecondhypothesis(b)

TheALTplayedtheroleofaforeignstudentinasmallvillage.Asthestudentsgot

accustomedtocommunicatingwiththeALTwhiletheyplayedthedramatogether,the

studentsbecamemoreandmorefriendlytotheALT.TheirperformancewiththeALT

becamebetterandbetterdaybyday.TheybecamesofriendlytotheALTthattheydid

notactwellinthesceneinwhichtheyranawayfromhim.IntheActfour,thestudents

weregivenchancestospeakEnglish.Althoughthedramademonstratesthatonecan

communicatewithoutEnglishbyusingone'simagination,thestudentsrealizedthatif

theycouldspeakEnglish,theboundariesinwhichtheycouldexpandtheircommunica-

tionwithnativespeakersofEnglishwouldbelimitless.Thestudentswhodidnotspeak

Englishloudattheearlierstagesbecamegraduallytospeakloudandclearly.

(c)Theverificationonthethirdhypothesis(c)

Allthestudentsdancedinthelastscenethe"ise-ondo"orsongofIse-townwiththe

rhythmofAmericanjazz.TheydidnotfeelanyawkwardnesstoperformtheJapanese

dancewiththerhythmofjazz.TheALTbelongstoaJapanesedancingteamandisa

gooddancer.Somecommunitypeoplewhowerethemembersofthedancingteamalso

joinedthejazzdance,resultinginthefinaldancesceneasagrandfinale.Itmaybesaid

thattheidealmixtureofdifferentcultureswaspossiblyshownonthestage.
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6.EnglishUsedintheDrama

Goodmorningeveryone.

Hi,David,comehere,please.

Everybody,pleasebequiet.

Shutup.

Hello,mynameisDavid.

IamfromAmerica.

Ican'tspeakJapanese.

Pleaseteachme.

Nicetoseeyou.

Oh,mygod!

Ihavetogoforapee.

Where'sthebathroom?

Pleasetellme.

Isthereanyonearoundhere?

Ican'twait.

Thankyouverymuch.

It'simportanttounderstandone'sfeeling.

Toapproachothers.

Toacceptothers.

SoontherewillbeaMATSURI.

Yeah,wedancelikethis.

Itlookslikefun.

IsitanAmericandance?

Turnyourchest.

Stompyourfeet.

Clapyourhands.

Iwanttodancewithyou.

Let'sdancetogether.
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Noproblem.

It'snaturaltohelpeachother.

Todaywillbefun.

NowwewillteachdancingtoDavid.

Well,that'sgood.

Ithinkso,too.

Singinganddancingisgreat.

Whenwedancetogether,weunderstandeachother.

Grandma,grandpa,David'sdanceisfun.

Well,1'mtoooldforthat.

Nothankyou.

ThesongcomposedbytheALT:

Whydotheyrunfromme?

AllItivanttodoistousethebathroom.

Whydotheyrunfromme?

Icamehereallalone.

Leftmyfamily,leftmyhome.

ButIhavenofriendsrightnow.

Oh,Iwishtheywouldbemyfriends.

Whydotheyrunfromme?

7.Conclusion

Associetybecomesmoreandmoreinternational,andopportunitiestocommunicate

withforeignersincrease,Englishbecomesmoreandmoreanessentialmeanstosurvive

intheinternationalage.Inthatsense,itisbeneficialforJapantohavethepeoplewho

areconversantinEnglish.ThereasonthattheJapanesegovernmentmadeitpossiblefor

primaryschoolstointroduceEnglisheducationwastomakeallJapaneseabletouseEng-

fish.Leavingmanythingsunresolved,however,thegovernmentimplementedEnglish し
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educationatprimaryschoolsinthe2002academicyear.

Oneoftheinitialproblemsisthatwithoutaspecifiedtextbookandwithoutexperi-

enceorqualificationtoteachEnglish,teachersareleftwithlittletorelyon.Tohelpal-

leviatethissituation,someoftheboardsofeducationsthroughoutthenationhavedis-

patchednativeEnglishspeakerstoassistEnglishclasses.Anothermajorissueisthedif-

ficulttaskofsecuringenoughnativeEnglishspeakerstohelpteachatprimaryschoolsas

assistantlanguageteachers.TadahikoHiguchi,thepresidentofTheJapanAssociation

fortheStudyofTeachingEnglishtoChildren,suggeststhatteam-teachingbyanative-

speakerofEnglishandaJapaneseteacherwhoisinchargeoftheclasswouldbeanideal

situation.`9'Therefore,trainingprimary-schoolteacherstoteachEnglishisthemostur-

genttask.Otherproblems,suchastheabsenceofauniformcurriculumandawidevari-

anteinthenumberofclassesthatallocatedtoEnglish,needtobeaddressed.Although

therearemanyobstaclesinteachingEnglishatprimaryschools,AsukaPrimarySchool

demonstratesthatifEng!isheducationisdoneproperlybyenthusiasticteachers,thestu-

dents'internationalawarenesscouldbeenhanced.

1VlanyschoolsthroughoutthenationplantoselectEnglishconversationfor"compre-

hensivelearning"classes,chieflyinresponsetoariseintheinterestsofparents.Seventy-

sixpercentofprimaryschoolstudents'parentssupporttheintroductionofEnglishtopri-

maryschools.ThemajorityofJapanesepeople,77percent,favorEnglisheducationat

primaryschools.⑩Toanswertheseexpectation,theEducation,ScienceandTechnology

MinistryshouldmakeEnglisharegularsubjectassoonaspossible.AccordingtoChuji

Kawai,aprofessorofKansaiUniversity,Korea'sEnglisheducationatprimaryschools

seemssuccessful.°DTherefore,itwouldbebeneficialforJapantolearnfromsuchan"ad-

vanced"countryintermsofearlyEnglisheducation.
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