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Abstract Currently in China, there is an especially high level of youth unemployment
that coexists with a conflicting phenomenon, the shortage of workers in companies.
Using a unique internet base survey of the Chinese Youth, this study sheds light
on the school to work transitions for those who only have a high school education.
We find academic performance, social skills and the network of the youth contribute
to their success in the job market immediately after school. The results also show
that those unemployed people may have high expectations (for example, towards
finding a regular full-time job) during their job search. Moreover, we find job placement

services at school have littel effect on the school to work transition.
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