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Abstract This paper investigates the attitudes of the local community with regards
to maintaining a sea routes in the islands of Kutsuna, located 15 kilometers northwest
of Matsuyama, the local capital of Ehime prefecture in Japan. This paper argues
that locally accumulated social capital plays an important role, although all age
ranges (or age groups) do not share the same level of desire to participate in the
problem.

Using qualitative analysis of data, obtained by a questionnaire survey, a model
of resident’s attitudes has emerged. The model explains how the residents shape

their attitudes toward support for the local transport system.
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