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Abstract It was Yukichi Fukuzawa who first introduced the idea of the modern
life insurance business to Japan in his ‘Guide to travel around the West’ in 1867.
After the Meiji Restoration, the Government moved towards capitalism with the slo-
gan of military strength and encouragement of new industry and the first modern
Japanese life insurance company (Meiji Life) opened in 1881. Initially there were
problems with the life insurance business, but it made progress with the enactment
of the Insurance Business Law and the establishment of the Dai—ichi Mutual Life
Insurance company. Life insurance then gradually came to appear in literature as
a theme of novels, as it became a part of daily life. This paper looks at Ruikou
Kuroiwa ‘Life insurance’ (1890) and Soseki Natsume ‘I am a cat’ (1905) from the

viewpoint of life insurance.

Key words Guide to travel around the West, Modern life insurance business, Meiji

era, Ruikou Kuroiwa, Soseki Natsume
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