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Abstract The purpose of this paper is to examine the male characters in Sam
Shepard's Buried Child and David Henry Hwang's Family Devotions. Since they have
some anxiety about their own identities, they are haunted by the illusions of their
own ancestors which are shown on the surface of the glass. They try to trace their
own roots in order to relieve their anxieties. We see a similarity between these two
plays and examine whether Shepard, a great white hope, had an influence on

Hwang, an Asian American.
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