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Abstract After the abolition of the Settlement Trade system, Japan strived to ex-
pand direct export transactions with China and other parts of Asia. Common
trade information was not widely distributed in that region; however, individual ex-
porters could not easily gather this information. The Ministry of Agriculture and
Commerce implemented overseas tours by businessmen and economic organizations,
established commercial exhibition galleries and constructed an “Overseas business
trainee” system as the basis for gathering trade information. At the same time,
it gathered information in “Consular Reports” using the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs’ network of overseas cansuls.

In this paper, we looked at two reports compiled in 1910 related to“Export Market
Surveys’ and “Export Product Packing Methods.” We studied the relationship be-
tween information gathering and the information gathering networks affiliated
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Agriculture and Commer-

ce, and examined the meaning and implications of these reports,

Key words Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce, Trade Expansion Measures,

Consular Reports, Export Market Surveys
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