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Abstract In the high economic growth era, a number of public projects were under-
taken to promote economic activities and regional development in Shimane pre-
fecture. These projects were as follows: reclamation projects, construction of a
new industrial zone, revitalizing depopulated regions, and improvement of roads
and railway networks as industrial infrastructure. In these public projects, road
network improvement was given higher priority by local governments and came to
play the leading role in local public projects because road network was essential for
economic activities and regional development. With the advent of the national ex-
pressway system, the local government eagerly tried to lure portions of this system

to pass through their area.
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