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Abstraet The Kansgei Railway Co. Ltd., having promoted its influence in railway
business world in Osaka in the mid-Meiji period, extended its route to Sakura-
nomiya station, which was constructed by its rival, the Osaka Railway Co. Ltd., for
cherry hlossom viewers at a riverside of the Yodogawa, and adjacently built its own
new facility as a terminal station. Shortly after, however, the Kansei Railway
bought out the Osaka Railway. It consequently acquired the more advantageous
terminal station of Minatomachi, then transferred its administrative emphasis into
there. Before long in the late Meiji period, the Kansei Railway was nationalised.
Moreover, the abolishion of the extended line towards Sakuranomiya station of the
former Ksnsei Railway in the early Taisho resulted in survival of Sakuranomiya
station of Joto line in Japan National Railway (a railline originally constructed by
the Osaka Railway), as an intermediate station.

Thereafter the development of area around the station has heen made little
progress. The station building seems to be of simplicity, despite its location in a
large city-it remains the unchanged condition. Although in the recent years a rede-
velopment project arcund the station has been gradually proceeding, it is still enly
in the cherry blossom season when this area extraordinarily livens up. The scene
has unchanged for a century.

Key words Kansei Railway Co. Ltd., Osaka Railway Co. Ltd., Sakuranomiva Sta-

tion, Joto Line of J.N.R., Business History of Railway
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