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On Medical Productivity in the Kansai Area

Suzuki, Yoshimitsu

Summary

In this paper, I examined the present conditions of the medical productivity in the Kansai area
from a standpoint whether the scale and functional differentiation of hospitals have made progress.
What this paper found are as follows.

First, the Japanese medical supply system has not changed the basic structure from the early
90s to the present. The new entry of private hospitals may be expected by the relaxation of the
sickbed regulation. The productivity of hospitals may also be enhanced by the selection and con-
solidation of inefficient hospitals.

Second, in Kansai, the number of medical doctors and hospital beds is greater in comparison with
those of national, Kanto and Chubu levels. These indicate that the Kansai area has great potential
as medical supplier. However, the functional differentiation of hospitals has not advanced in
Kansai just like other areas of the country, either. In this regard, it may be concluded that the
Kansai area has not yet made much progress in the field of integration and liquidation of hospitals,
which is identified as one of the factors causing low medical productivity in Japan.

Third, there is a more general hospital bed capacity per capita in Kansai than the national level,
but it is found that there are a fewer hospital beds for medical treatment. Kansai should take
some measures to make more effective use of general sickbeds. From the viewpoint of sickbed avail-
ability rate, there is room for general sickbeds to be made good use of. Japan has more room
to enhance the productivity in the medical field.

Key Words
Kansai area, medical field, productivity, sickbed regulation
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