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Lu Yu () ’s Sense of Identification with Southern China and His
Description of Tea Color in Chapter 4 of Chajing (T4%%1)

——With an Appendix: What was poured over small figures of Lu Yu ?

Tanaka, Misa

Abstract

In “Chapter 4 : Tea Bowls and Utensils” of his 8h-century essay Chajing, Lu Yu places a higher
value on the pottery made in Yuezhou (Yuezhou yao, #i#Z8) than on the pottery of Xingzhou
(Xingzhou yao, FIMHZE). In previous studies, I suggested that Lu Yu's high evaluation of Yuezhou
vao derives from his sense of identification with Southern China, the homeland of himself and
of Yuezhou vao. In the present article I elaborate on this topic, referring to recent articles by
other researchers. Lu Yu prefers Yuezhou yao to Xingzhou vao, and he claims that when one
pours tea into a bowl of Xingzhou white porcelain, the color of the tea looks red. I glve my own
interpretation of this deseription with special reference to Lu Yu's taste in porcelain and tea color,
as discussed in “Chapter 47 and “Chapter 5 © Tea-boiling” of Chajing. In the appendix I point
to evidence that in some parts of China in later times, small figures of Lu Yu were worshipped
as the Tea God, and people poured hot water over them as a religious practice.

Key Words

Lu yu, Chajin, tea bowls, Xingzhou yao, Yuezhou vao, Southern Chinese, sense of identification,
tea color, Tea God
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