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Can English Help People to Individualize ?
—Thinking from Good and Harm Brought by Consumer Society—

Yoshimi, Akiko

Abstract

Since the 1980’s, some of the Japanese women have regarded English as the tool, which
they believe might enable them to establish their identity in their private life or their ca-
reers. However, considering the background, it turns out that consumer society has urged
them to learn English or have the fine command of English. They try to do so, and unex-
pectedly there are various gaps among them. Besides, these gaps have brought us depres-
sion and the like, under the strong feeling that one must be responsible for one’s selections
or decisions. 1 suspect that selecting or leaning English only for the aim of establishing
one’s identity can be dangerous. In this paper I try to solve these problems, mainly refer-
ring to “HABITS OF THE HEART” by Robert Bellah.
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