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Gender identification of birds

Hiromi Kato, Mimoru Miyashita and Akira Iritani

Abstract

Birds have a different sex chromosome system compared to mammals. Female birds have heterogametic
ZW sex chromosomes and male birds have homogametic ZZ sex chromosomes. The gender identification
of each bird has huge effect on the industrial utilization of birds and the reproduction program of wild or

rare species in captivity. In this text, gender identification methods developed so far were reviewed.
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