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A Study about Students’ Preference for
English Learning at University
—Results of the Questionnaire to First-year Students
at the Department of Genetic Engineering—

Yumi HASEGAWA !

The new curriculum started in April, 2014 at the Faculty of Biology-Oriented Science and Technology
at Kinki University has adopted more science English than the previous one had. A questionnaire to
the first-year students at the Department of Genetic Engineering was conducted to research what
kind of English ability they would like to gain and whether they needed to learn science English,
which they would encounter more often in their futures. All the respondents were divided into three
groups depending on G-TELP scores, and only the students in the upper one third of the survey group
and ones in the bottom one third of the survey group were selected as the subjects of this study. There
was no statistically significant difference between the two groups, but there are some different
tendencies for each group. Most of the students in both the bottom one third and the upper one third
groups were interested in studying science English, but those in the upper one third group preferred
science English and those in the bottom one third group were interested in general English. The
students in both groups would like to learn English in order to obtain certification, for example, for
taking TOEIC and for passing graduate school exams. The students in the bottom one third group
thought studying English for graduate school exams was very important especially. The students in
the upper one third group thought that reading ability was very important in the categories of
“general English”, “science English” and “specific English skills”. On the other hand, those in the
bottom one third group had a tendency to think speaking ability was important. The results of this
research could serve as a reference for deciding textbooks or curriculum, and it is necessary to
continue to consider the English education program at the Faculty of Biology-Oriented Science and

Technology, Kinki University.

Key words : General English, ESP, Science English, Questionnaire
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1 General Education Division, Faculty of Biology-Oriented Science and Technology, 930 Nishimitani Kinokawashi Wakayama, Japan
649-6493
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Appendix 2:
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