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Socio-economic Analysis of the Direct-Sale Shop Managed by Farmers :
A Case Study of A in Akaiwa City, Okayama Prefecture

Yasuko KaTto and Koichi IKEGAMI

Department of Environmental Management, Faculty of Agriculture, Kinki University
3327-204, Naka-machi, NARA 6318505, Japan

Synopsis

Direct-sale shops of farm products have recently been increasing in terms of number and value of sales. However,
professional farmers often criticize the direct-sale shops for setting such cheap prices. This paper examines if direct-sale
shops are helpful for professional farmers or not, and how they should be managed to realize the potential of the direct-sale
shop. This study was conducted as a case study of a direct-sale shop in Akaiwa City, Okayama Prefecture. The shop is
operated by the farmers themselves, and its basic principle is to sell high quality farm products at a high price to compensate
for added efforts. This principle leads to high and stable economic performance. Although direct-sale shops managed by
farmers are likely to under-evaluate the reward for administrative and sale promotion activities, including quality control of
farm products, the case study sums everything up appropriately. As shown in this case, sharing the basic principle for running
a direct-sale shop plays an important role in its development. In addition, it is noteworthy for the shared concept to be linked
with not only the norm but also the economic results.
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