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Self-Sufficiency Rate of Fisheries in Japan
— Policy Issues Related to Changes in Supply and Demand —

Seiichiro ONO

Synopsis

The Basic Plan for Fishery (March 2008) targets the self-sufficiency rate of food fisheries at 65%. The objectives of this
paper are as follows:

1. Review Japan's and the world's supply and demand for fisheries, and classify fish species into more than 65%, 40% to
65%, and less than 40% self-sufficiency rate groups in Japan.
2. Clarify policy issues facing the Japanese fishing industry in relation to changes in fisheries supply and demand.

Since the world supply/demand balance for fisheries is predicted to become increasingly tight in the medium to long
term, Japan needs to lower its dependency on importing fish and increase domestic production. Japan is losing its buying
power and is increasingly outhid by international competitors; expanding globalization has led to the creation of an East
Asian fisheries market that includes Japan, China, and Korea. The Basic Plan for Fishery aims to establish a “competitive
world-class business entity” , and it is crucial to develop a processing, distributing, and consuming mechanism that goes

beyond mere cost reduction and competitive pricing. Marine eco-labeling introduced by the demand/consumption side is

expected to support fisheries control through market mechanisms.
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