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E DS

Latest situation of childcare and education expenses and support measures
by local governments

- A case study of Tottori Prefecture, Japan from the viewpoint of Progressive
Introduction of Free Education -

Yoko Watanabe (Kimiwada)! and Shingo Kunimoto?

In 2012, the Japanese Government withdrew its reservation of Article 13(2) of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and was obliged to make education free gradually
at the level of secondary education and higher education. In this paper, based on the
previous research of the principle and measures of "progressive introduction of free education",
the latest situation of educational expenses and support measures from childcare until higher
education was clarified as a case of Tottori Prefecture, Japan.

It is worth noting that Tottori Prefecture has started several leading measures like as not only free
childcare fee for all children from the firstborn child, but also student-loan return support for the
graduates working in Tottori. These measures were taken to resolve the population decline, the youth
outflow from the prefecture at the age of eighteen, and the lack of post-secondary education
institutions. In rural areas, there are unique measures and movements depending on their financial
situation and from the own context of education, welfare, industry, settlement promotion and regional
development. The accumulation of granular and consistent support measures in a good grasp of
preschool services, compulsory education and upper secondary education in each area will allow more
access to higher education, and progressive introduction of free education will be certainly made
meaningful in every region of Japan.

Key words: Educational expenses, Progressive introduction of free education, Local policy,

Childcare and education, Access to higher education
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