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The Social and Cultural Factors of Political Correctness

Naoya Fujita

Abstract This paper (i) considers social and cultural factors of political correctness, a phenomenon in the
United States in which “inappropriate” words or expressions are banned and replaced based on the stand-
point of the protection of fundamental human rights, and (ii) points out that while this social movement
has contributed to protection of human rights, it has ironically exhibited serious damage to the freedom
of expression, one of the most fundamental rights in the country. The Japanese soclety exhibits a similar
phenomenon known as kotoba-gari “word hunt”; however, the present study argues that it differs from po-

litical correctness due to its unique social and cultural backgrounds.

Keywords: political correctness, human rights, freedom of expression, Civil Rights Movement, Affirma-
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1. Lo

SMOMER. 7o & A TEEFRCIMBMEUE T IC 1T 2 ST O X 5 EERMTIEICR S
. smOHANTSRESNTO2HERBAMZO S LTHES S, AR TR, KEIC
BIAERYF 4 A a7 bx X (Political Correctness [BUEMBEIE]) LW HHE
AL, SRMHOHEM - MLMERERL 5, HOKEHSICBOLTESHEWEL
TLAEHKIZ, SROBHERELEETREShTOS [THFR (rights) ] TH B Z L £
SR oMU, FEMNEFEOEZZNEABMATRLEZSICBVLT, HHAERXOEH
MEFHEHHETH S EERT, £/, RV T4 A2V PRABEESLEBH
At TREINANSEFNOHEL* BN E LIEBTH > bbb 57, RFICHE
#Eh 5<% freedom of expression (EEOHM) 2bBRELTWBENS FPEALEE
T 5, BKE¥IC, BRICBUSERMECSERL, KU T4 aL 7 bRREDE
FIMESEZ#R L 5,

ETRVT 4 AN a7 FRREO) HFBEFBRUICERL/ACHD L LT Oxford
Dictionary £ & ¥ Merriam-Webster Dictionary ®E#E L2 & F 5,

(1) political correctness (n.)
the principle of avoiding language and behavior that may offend particular
groups of people
[Oxford Dictionary]
politically correct (adj.)
conforming to a belief that language and practices which could offend political
sensibilities (as in matters of sex or race) should be eliminated
-political correctness (noun)

[Merriam-Webster Dictionary]

DFEORY T4 AN VT bRREFARE, HHL BE. SEHRERE BALBES
AXBTE2H5WIHEICENT, ¥4/ VT4 ICBT2EORKEEE LD AFEE
OB IS EEPERIALBIEH « HXHNERLV NIV TRIET ZBOEETH S LF
Z&Do HEOHRTEFIEF RNV -TIET 2HEABAD THER ] 1xtd 5 MEEAEE
LFLHEESFOMTROVE >R TEROEEE | 7003 38 BEL B, RY 74
1)V e L7 bR RIZE OB BURRIIZ. DE O ABMICHIBT 57D D A =X LT
EHBL T L, BEFE TICBIEH « HE2MEE VANV TRIEEh A& ESh, EE
WWRIEEELVUTHET AR YT oA e a7 bR REBOHIELITIZET 3,
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(2) a. [PERIBEED R IEFE

chairman = chairperson [
police man / woman = police officer k2 -9=0
man-made'V) = artificial [AL®D ]

b. (A% - RIKMED & E5F

Indian = Native American (Y547 ]
Eskimo = Jnuit/Native Alaskan [T X F%E—]
Oriental = Asian AR

c. [BEBIEDRIERR
dog catcher = dog warden RiwNiti
Janitor / garbage man = sanitation engineer RGECE <0
housewife = homemaker Sl

d. [BERHE=EED R IEFE]
Jat = overweight/obese [K-7]

a handicapped person = a physically challenged person [ 5P
retarded = mentally challenged [HIRIBEE D ]

IhoDFERZE, RV T4 AN LT PR AL BEEBEOBERITIZIETIETH 5,
fe LA Qo) KBS HFIBEEFE TR ERHTLOTHAESNICEIRIESNATE D, (2b)
ICHEFARE - REEEZEICE O TR XEEUNOTFBRICL » TRB SNIENRIESIT
Wbo £72 (20 Cd) KB FBEPHEMFHMEAEZEICEOTRZEDI EIIOHE
EHA A=V DBRIEENTNE I EMbME, RUT 4 HI)V s V7 MRAMRITTHIE
B EREROHNICR S0, 72 EZEFHITB W TIE. Merry Christmas &5 7 L — X3k
BOBED XS IT—KIIEbh TEh, 20 EFIREFY X MEFITH L THEY)
TR, D% b politically incorrect TH 5 & L TEKL XL D BT T3 Happy
Holidays i2& > Thb DDDH 5B LR ENEF LN D,

RYFTAAN TV PRROWEERUBEE, FIELTHEREDDITFOoNZDME
ANEHT I EETH S, AT 5 AREEFNERILT 51960FERF TIEAEET

(1) man-made ® man 3—REHI7E TA] 2L TOBEDTH > THEICEMEINICHEDLE - EETRE L, Lh
L—&Bs TAL i (Bl 2189 man 2> TOZENMETHORBREININXETHEERY T4 4
e a7 bR AFHBFIIFRTEDTH 5,
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negro E 1213 nigger EVIBRBABANFIC L > TEDNTX ) (BAMES B4
HCOTAT Y747 4%m0L. BAPESHERBERE LT OBIT black EWv5 C
CiFicE > Thbohi, ESICHE, BICLEABORIKRIZEADREE AL ICET S
bDELUTEIZAT 4 7TORMBER L & T African American DMEDbN 5 X 5 1278 5 722),
U» U African American £V D FERZBAZRKBEAZETICTET. AHBOFHZO DR
AT IERTERL, TOFLSbLMBLIICRY T AN TV PRRICKB T E
BOREDCEWEFRAE LT, A DEHE,LSOEFE LSRR EZTFIEREITIENBBETF SN B,
@) TE 1% ENniE. (2c) D dog catcher TEFRITHEE | O RIEFE dog warden I8 Z h
TH b, catcher £ T EIZIIRBITZ ETHABBICHET AR LT EE] &
Wo /e FRAA—VEBZ2ELT, BMOOHEDER A BEHET 272D warden &
RIELZCHDTH B, LML warden £ FBITEERMICIE guard EEIL [FF5b0D] T
b, XKD [l OBRPORKEERLTOEDIBATH %,

RVTF 4 AN a7 FXRD “political” EVHELS LGN BE LI, TOHRIX
HARRENB SO TREBLLABRIINENILLDTH B HICERE L2, BRMICRTH
HETHBKEENSEIZ, EEP 7S5 v R EMOAEEIREL D, BEOBREIC
BOWT [l 2FEFH0, TIICEHRDE D states BE-> M- ETH S (F]5, 1989,
p.145), 2 F D KETIE, ABHOAEEHEZOEME > T MBEEH] L5 BDOBITA
NBIERL, BEOBLELITELDTHD, RUT 4 AN L7 PRABIDLD BRBUIE
WTBEO LICBEDLNABHRBE L THERL TS DOPERTHA S,

2. RUF ALY FRABBEOELN - HEHES

RYVF 4 AV e L7 PRRADOEAICEEICEDLS (14T 4« ZTI—T] i3, *k
HOBLOHFTREOHEERICHS I LR -7, B OOFEENBIAMICKELERE
RHIEUHHDIBIB0FERTH 2, ThlBICHBE LR T4 AN a7 PR RBER
EHBET I3 I ORROBEER « HEMNERE R TOHILELDH 5,

KEOBE P TRESNACELAE L ZVEC Eb20MEPRETEIAA. FiLT v
7Y v ROALICBEATEIETOEDE 512> THBETRE L, I 2 THIC
FERELI RS, WhWBE3A )T 4 « JIV—TOAETH S, WicT v 7ua¥ sy
YERUNOREDO D TOROBOKIZT XV ARESICA->TEiTbhhbo g, &
KOAEOEZII S E LD, FEABPBAEFEEROSNTERBAEKRESICLUTKEDA

@) MTZNV—TBATNV—TICH LTS AEYEE - ZRRERAS V- 7HTERT SR RRELE LR
WIENFEEHDB, BT Va1 THRRICE DI nigger LI T EEFHPASHRBEANOERTH HRIE
3B & LT African American B EWEOLN B X512 s 7o, BB T GEVY) BABHRISE LTI
BHEHOEMNECE S B, “Hey brother.” W “fc= 27 » X T “Hey nigger.” L1 EAMEDLN S, HREF
& - THRMERZ ZHEMNEBRO—FITH 5,
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ERMEIREN T O, £ O R ADHERRREZ F.0121950-1960F I 2 ERIRAS O £ B 7
[NE#EEH) | (Civil Rights Movement) DBEABTHRXZ R 74 A« aL T PR AD
RIGERL > TND I EICEROORIITT U,

AERMEEBOREN & LT, ABREBCEZ EOBAICHT 2EHNEREL, BARL
DDA ) )T 4« TI—=TEBDITXTOARIIC PFEREE] BEZ o L9
WU BREEEAS &S EaRDI Martin Luther King Jr.. 72 King BfidsH &
LIcHAFLOHANDOBMIZFELTH VLT ULHRADHRIZDUNE D TIEHLINE
WORBDOL LT, BADTAT U7 474 28EL, HoBHFIKLIABEDILL
Malcolm X 7% EMEF Sh B H5, XKIEMELF I Ch o OEBHO IR & U T19644F
A RMESE (Civil Rights Act of 1964) DSRifT S Mt SMERIEI R E 0O, Dk
L0, BB - AMHEER - FRIEEICBIT BAE  KEOR - HH - HEH « FEAEICK
BEJMBEIEEN, SSICBERUBEEREE L CESREREZD ST LOORELORER
EWMRE S NI, FAREE R, BAZNG EABENOSILZFICE L 59, HAl
ZAPEHENOHIL A2 bE-> T B, COZERBORY F 4 AN a7 bR ZAHR
CHECMEL T 2aicBESI NI,

NRMEERITHRUNIVTOREE LcEBMRD oM, COEBAELTT 77 —<
T 47 T 7 s (Affirmative Action [BEBIRIEHED &55, I TRHEER
303, ANERMEENSOLMIC affirmative 12, 2F D BBIICEES WAL ENWI T ETH
Bo 196FIATHS E LTRAEINIT 77— 747 T v avid, REMSEERD
RKEEE IO LT, AR < J§O® « SRE - Al - MBS S X 22/ %2 72 3 &5 IR
MRIEFREEZ LB L2 KDILBDTH S, [BMBHRERE] E3, $XTOAREH
OMFAABL L) [BEDFEHE] T EEod, w1/ U574 D ALERIC [HEER
KRASNERELZLND [HROVE] 2ROICAVFETRETH S, [HROVE]
R EHIEETNIE, HAHIBICENT, LA/ VT4 DAON0%ELEDTH
5185, TOHIBOMEAODN%IZ< A/ VT 4 TRINEBSBINENSI I ETH B,
ESICEMBICENTS THREOEE | BEBIABIFNEE S0 EN S FEIZHNO,
RIAMAIT— TI=HF7—DHoWAIBBIIBOTIDOAOKRIIHEFEINEZNET

(3)  Civil Rights Act of 1964 DEXRBLUTDEEH TH 5,

To enforce the constitutional right to vote, to confer jurisdiction upon the district courts of the
United States to provide injunctive relief against discrimination in public accommodations, to
authorize the attorney General to institute suits to protect constitutional rights in public facilities
and public education, to extend the Commission on Civil Rights, to prevent discrimination in feder-
ally assisted programs, to establish a Commission on Equal Employment Opportunity, and for
other purposes. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, that this Act may be cited as the “Civil Rights Act of 1964”.
-Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Pub. L. 88-352)
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HDHEDHRNTE I, FOER, BHHEUVNILVORKNA /)7 1 CERELERNICT
EELMNBIE, LEZRBENIE 7075 LOREREERLED ST,

T, T77—747 TV varvickd, BHRK. HEERTORBNZIERED
KodOohic, TORBENGS LA FAEMELTIR, RFEAFREOBICAAE <A
JVTFADFEETELSSRIUFEALVRIVICH - 12BE, <4 )T 4 OFEAEDHBAYE
LR ABENIFEJFEENRE /I LA U, XIS AEREL D F KL
Tb2A4 VT4 THNE TFEABBECORBEDOEFNOHERBGREBHESESNL M-
feins ] EVHRBICK DEBRANICAENFAISNE LD X BBRIEETEALI L
BEFON B,

(BE2DFE] & [HROFEL COZDZZHBIUTHLEELDTH B, [FFEL
DED equality WD T EIFITHIFEICEB O T fairness 12, HBEICB O TIL evenness 11T
WEB-THENWTHAH, BELRXKEMNF bR TS ['FE] OMIERKIZ evenness
Tl72 < fairness TH » 12T &1 American Dream &V ZBZ VO EDE R THHETH 5,
American Dream £33 [FEICTHRIIOF v+ v RidH b, KT 5. LEBEWIEZEDADE
HEEREID, VI LELEOBERBTRTOLDIZEZ SN TS| EWH T ETH-
T, T#HOBHEBICENT ENREKE] LS T ETRELDTH D,

960 F I F B OKEHRA UL STHEESLARKITNET 77 —%
TA4T T I vaviE, FFE] S0 KEOEFFRICHCEEROFMtEs 52 &
W) BERICBWCKERICHFL T RETEIEL ST EER S, bHbAAT 77— T4
T T Vavitkd [FE| OFER, BLUOThITHES BZEFI2EET 2 HmE I LH)
MoEhotclly, LhLZOBKE, ZHOAL, FIHESIhET TEBAR, B
BRUCTE I OKEREOELHESE « EEAWAEELU TR RO R h 73T —
Oy RRBRBEEDTA ) VT4« TIV—T, T UTHERNEZEDO AELBEHEST L AL ICE
B EN/I I EREIETHHL,

TI77=RTA4T7+T7VaVidAx2D [HF] OBLEORAFIZS K& 0B ERIT
Llco ZRIEEBHOFTBO BRI TR -A—ADBEARMLTHRE & FEOHEREBHIS
ETH 1M, EBIZRZNSOHERNE =14/ V741 0D TV —-7EER] =8
LTBHMAEDENL-TLESTCDTH B, TDMHE, 1EZETA VT4« TI—
TICBT 2 AMDBFEB ORI S ENTER LK, HR2OR->THW5EYE (B
B BRBROFELE) CERTBIERLIT, M/ VT4 « ZTA—7TOHEWZILE

M) 777—<5747 77 var~ORime LT, 72&Zid Nathan Glazer (X Affirmative Discrimination:
Ethnic Inequality and Public Policy (1975) T, 77 7 =747 « 77 ¥ a v EFEFNI DL TEH L. AT
ESWKTT7—=747 77V a VERBEULZENOF VL THTH O, ZRREITIMTORR G
BN TS, CLAHAFHORHIIRL T LHRL TS,
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RERENI, LRBICEAIEENTETETLE 7, BMADFEREMBMATT 2877,
ZLTCZORERBHFEIIL /1D TH B, TOLIICAREEGHORENME L TEETH
T 77=T4 7T «TIvavid, 4/ 07 4 OEFIEBHEHE LK, < Va3V T4
NORENEEAS, 51 [HEH] L0IBMERILOTO LD BWHEANZ LD TIEAEL,
TIW— T DEIEFTFIEL 5 2RI > T » 72,

RYT 47N aL s PRRAZEBROHEEROS ETEE N, —A—ADHZOR
TB7N— T RN AETRT3ICO2N, EEENEHIN—TE2EDIIITRTH S D
EnH T EiITEBICR Y, B Il LEBESELEFLTH VNNV TLENAEEKT
BEIITKD TSR T 4 AN TVLT FRABDTH B,

3. RUF,AhHN-aLY FPRADEES

ETRNXTEILEIIT, TI77—=T47 77 vary (BBOREHE) ORIEYT
H ZHERNT T 2 BRSHARIEHRIS, BAOHERM N TREL V-7 REEHREH
LT3 bDEEINELEA, ARNFEETISEI Lic, EERICETZ7V—T
RBEERVBEESICON, XITE->TREFMNBEI LN, YILE-TEHED TR EN
IR E NS BE~NDOZHEM - G E LS8, FIIZRE « ZULERTH % XKEH
KBLTHE, H2BREDET 3 RiK « XULOBHFEKRBRITLL . ThBw A ICFAMNE
R A GEZEERITED, BEBOLORF O OMEBICHETELVWERNHEI TE LD
Thb, HIOFVAHETHIE, ZRIE - 2L TH 2 KRETIE, BAOHHEZRES
NEAELEOLS DN, BRELTHRA I SICHSMRAEORIC K DL [3BR] &
(EEOA—] 2HEAHLTLE-DTH D, HEERIBEABADOOEN Y OBEKT
HHDIT, TOMADOHH LERERRRET ~E [AHE] PERMICEHEZOPTOA
DO ZFHICLTLE > T3 &0 ) sl BHCKE 202 « BUAK PGSR
S5h b,

UL ERBREVNVTHRAIENTES, ABTHNL., BETHh, HHlTHA,
BABIN—=TA2EHRTHETEI1EILE, TOHO—BERZTULOLEWEAORM (EH) ~
OB EN, FFICZORFHERBT24ER BN T, 20—/ T, B2BRE
TEHEIN—TORMAERTEBEZRICBI AT TURITBRICE > T, HADKEF %
B#EL TS NBINV—TR, ThBEEAELSHFESNLZFNETE S0, ZOH#FRE
NEBICBOCEBIEMA LICEE, SEER. OV TIREMERICZRKEHE B -
TL B0, ETHhEABYEREA LcFITFLTRENEELTOL y FILEHE)
FICER 2 AMBET, WHhWE I EEFY LS B TRELSRIGH ZMNET 2, K
TA4AN e AVT VR ADKETH B,

TR UATEMERA T4 TR S TANBBTOR S, FIKTORENEKRI -2
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DEBEETH 5, FREEIEE - BUEEHBB L THEIhEIRELDTHD, LhhiFXK
ERHEBEICB TR INRT )X LEHFEDELTERE, RYF 4 AN TVT PRANDIE
R GEHERE TORROARICKEBHKWZENT, FhITL3BZ0ERENFRES
T3 (Vann Woodward, 1992, pp.48-49),

COXHIICRY T ANV aL7 bR ROBERE R, FRBEBRIICERZ7E LT
CRTOITETHZDH, ZHICODVWTESI LI FENHERETELSHWEICK
BIELTLES HETHEOBRHEAEI TV B EICH 5, AL AFFNICRER (57 )
DEELHSOKRMERIRAITELEEDNE, KT 1A e V7 bR REKEHZD
AER G725 LbDTHAICbMbS T, BRELTHITLELEA I HBEFTHEE
b LicgicFERRnWIZEN 5,

U EORMBAEERINC, RYF AN a7 b2 2BGFHEEOFROBICIZ. HARE
HMADZ EIFAERT A EITL > T, LOLEFILRRENBLOFMSHELI TN E
IBEMRAZT OIS, BHIFTHUL, TLEBE®RENTT 5, £ UTHEYTE [EK%
ORI G arF 72N BH-TREDTRKILTEbDTHS, EAN [AEY
CEHETOTIADEDEN « HEHERE L TBREIhEIEMENERT 2077
2| BEET D, RVT 4 ATV PXROELEHEORHERL S, Z&idzh
Bfkiz, o2 20h [RETE ] SEETH->Thd, 7o UTHREMITZERI « f5EH
TRBENEN) T EEFICRBICESLEND D THAS (Fromkin and Rodman, 2003,
p.490) o

4, BRICBIZERDEOLER

KE TR ARMEEHIC L > TAEL EOZREELBVENICIFE LCER, Chix THE
SNTELITIV—TOHEMBERINSE EIHIIHD, ThILES T 7y —< T4 7 T/
va v (BBROREHE) ORIEHELTRY) T4 HN a7 bR (BKIEHHEIE) A
HELL, 27 ¥ 3 v 3 TR IRERMEL VIR TEHOAMICHEEE52 1, 2
FORYUT A AN LT PRRABHESEREDOTA T V747 14 OEBHHEICERT 50
BTHB, —J5. BALBOLTHRHAOAMICHET 5MFRIFEAET 50T 5, LhrL,
ZRECEUCKEELRELD, B—HOMOHSTHI2HRIBOTERENET2ERL
B o 72 WME[IE DA D B,

AAD & 5 B MESORENDVIL N2 TIE, BB TR &, hAOR> H#
Fl] OGS, Fho, HALSBBRRAICHER UAKEPERLEICES 33

(5 D7, KETRA  F-AEHBFONThIZELTLHEFEF B TANBMEMOT 25239, H
RILRON D &) BHEEBHEBRBACRELEHBLEEFFL L,
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DOABDDUEN0 X0 b, FWFFIRMBED & 5 SAERNBERICELS [47] ODABOD
R IcEXAE 4L TH S (Nakane, 1970, pp.1-22), £ LT, FaHE2IIBIT 2k
BRI (V-] XS BIALINABBTH 20T L. 7 THIITB T 2 mEHR
i3 TEHE] P TEFOME] V> AXHEOEEMBMEMAH 5 (ibid., pp.40-63),
WZILY THETIKEIKRSNARY T4 AN« LT bR AD KD B ATHERES
BOLEWNTFEEICL DTN, HE2NBEHICE I IIoh, ChE TOERPCEZOH
HTRBAAUSOEFORMENHI L, 2O SERIOMEE bE B S h 3 NEHH
TTLBDIRBEETH %,

DX WHSRRICBNT, BYF 4 AN TV PR AFRKEELT, 0WDWYWE [
Y] EBEZONARBORER THFERH] EOHSHEFHOA N =X Lb%ELED, <A
J )T 4 RENNFICEET S LEPERBE THEN] WHEFIL XS L0 ZofTEN,
TA )T A PHWENEOFRAEE LBIGHICHEIETHAH &L, BHBIICEELLD
EFTBRY T4 AN AL PR AEBERKECENDE, HEICB T 2 BEHGOFERE
i3, BEMIIYEERIOBE » FEHEAFHET A2 LTI, <1/ VT 1 PHEEF
BSOS U— LB ARNCHERERE LT [AEY] ARBEABREILTBIS E0H1T
BNTHBIEEPEATH S, T THEUB, TOTEEH7hd IhE TOHSERD
SOYURDFRETH BN EL THE] EM3HI, REREL TEH] » [EEomE]
EV S XS WASCRTHRL TE - HARRFHORER - H2MERMBE TS5 L3
BRI,

5. ¥&oH
FRTREHOBHORBEICE S 2 E COREHKICB Y 2 SHROMWELBELR « XXLH
R, SEZE LT, ARMEED), 2L TENICES T 77— 747« 77 ¥ a0 DR,
BADHEMIERIC /N — T RBESBNBEEL > ERBAFHLABEET 2 KELLIC
BOWTRREBIVL U TH T, Fhe, EICEE2RTOKENRAZZ/HMEL O
SN LBV v EHBRIE, BRVNIVIEBLTHZOZHEKEIBESNET S
TIW—=TUNOFIHT 22T 4 ET 4 ZBIGVANIVICRSTFF/E L NMZBLTD
ERL, 2R AV T4 AN VI FRREVIATHA DL ELTHE L,
OO EERZ D BEY O SERRTH O, EOEICHE LTREO HBHZRE
TRETHBEDEZERBOIFTEIKEN N S OREE LDITHRL TH L O,
COEBEFEOIAMF I XLESBOERL T &Ly,
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