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BEXEE

Public perception on genetically engineered crops in Japan
Takao Imai' and Kazuo N. Watanabe®

Abstract

A survey was made for public perception on genetically engineered crops and their derivative
food materials. Questionaire sheets were collected from about one thousand people belonging
to concerned parties such as consumers’ associations and to colleges or research institutions
specialized in biological sciences.

A fear came out from the lack of flow of basic information with respect to the transgenic
technology and the significance of the genetically engineered crops for the food production
and environmental protection. However, more then seventy percent of the answers indicated
that providing that the proof of the safety of the transgenic crops were to be openly available,
the trangenic crops and their derivative materials could be accepted for uses. Thus, the
systematic and abundant information such via public enlightment is the key for gaining
understanding towards the new technology and products.



